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Suit filed overcontaminatedValleywater
Cancer-causing chemicals and a :Plaintiffs Dm_ _ R_MnUoyd fourth linked to thyroid disorders, THE PLAYERS_Ii_LN according to the suit filed inllx

a,,cgeSTA.WRrmRsPomona Superior Court. ,_:__Su_or_u_la_u_n_T_I_Snu_ouS_:
"I think we have very strong evi- • - i, _- l

ilhl_sS(_S_ POMONA-- Claiming five water dence that these polluters created I:PUd_F_: Roughly100 peoplearesuing,includingsomeresi-
companiesknowingly distributed the problem,"said Barry Goldman, dentswhose,relativesdiedfromcanceranddiseasesinvolvingthyroidfatalities contaminated ground water to 12 a Los Angeles attorney representing Condit_o"_•l
San Gabriel Valley communities, theplaintiffs. • DEFEND..Mtl_:Fuewatersystemsarenamed:SuburbanWatercausedby nearly 100plaintiffs filed a civil suit The plaintiffs allege, the five .Systems,SanGabrielValleyWaterCo.,SouthwestWaterCo., Califor-

• Tuesday asking compensation for water companies and several other
chemicals illnesses and deaths they alleged businesses -- including Aerojet niaDomesticWaterCO.andCovinaImgationCo. i - • -

were caused by drinking toxic General Co_p., Mobil Oil Corp., mcmE$: Thefollowingcitiesareamongthoseai_edly receMng
chemicals. Huffy Corp. and LockheedMartin :Contaminatedwater:HaciendaHeights,SouthB Monte,Irwindale,

The plaintiffs allege the compa- Corp. -- also namedas defendants, San.GabrieLB Monte,Glendora,Arcadia,BaldwinPark,WestCoy.
nies -- Suburban Water Systems, negligently maintained their busi- ina,Rosemead,AzusaandCovina.

San Gabriel Valley Water Co., nessesand operations,resulting in =CONTAMINANTS:Accordingto theEPA,dangerouslevelsof tri-Southwest Water Co., California the chemical contamination of the
DomesticWaterCo.andCovinaIrri- soft,air andgroundwater, choloroethyleneffCE),tetrachloroethene(PCE),carbonterrachlofide
gation Co. -- knowingly provided David Gionnotti, an attorney for (CTC)andperchloratehavebeendetectedinlocalgroundwater.Both

, TCEandCTChavebeenidentifiedasprobablehumancarcinogens.
well water contaminated with three PleaseturntoWATERIA6 l: :_.: _ II



AB T-SGVN
I I ||

WATER ,.eThe plai_ il_ude Amsilda Fel_l)dez of could have come from a previ-

Defendantdescribes C_Ba, gua[ll_ll for _Bfl and _BUI_B him°USowner,hewouldEPAhave°fficialstoincur toldtest.

lawsuitas frivolous Santama, whosemotherdiedof leukemiaat- "Anybody who dumps on the
the ageof 44, ground and pollutes the water

........ should pay for it" Seidner said• t •

_mtinueafromA1 "But they're only holding me

Huffy Corp. and several other said. "There may be injuries, been named in the lawsuit because I hold the deed to the
defendantfirms, said he had not There may be diminution of the because it had at one time pro- property."
seenthelawsuit,butexpectsthe valueoftheproperty." videdgroundwaterasa whole- The plaintiffsareseeking
litigationwillslowdown his The plaintiffsinclude salertosomeoftheothercom- "substantial"butunspecified
clients'effortstocomplywith Amanda FernandezofCovina, panles,includingSuburban damagesandcompensationfor
theEPA'srequests, guardian for Kristen and WaterCompany. thosewho havesufferedfrom

Lauren Santamaria,whose FrankLoguidice,vicepresi-thecontamination-- either
"I'mjustgenerallyconcernedmotherdiedofleukemiaatthe dentofengineeringandopera- frombecomingillorhavinga

thatpeoplearestirringup con- ageof44.Otherclientshavesuf- tionsforSan GabrielValley familymemberdie.
troversy without information to fered from cancer or thyroid Water Co., declined to respond They are also seeking the cre-
support claims," he said. conditions, specificallyto the lawsuit, ation of a medical monitoring
Otherfirmsmentionedcould The 12 communitiesthat "The San GabrielValley fundforpeoplewho areathigh

notbereachedfor.:omment. allegedlyreceivedthecontami-WaterCo.hasalwayscomplied riskofdiseasefromexposure
The chemicalsinquestion nated water are Hacienda and willcontinuetocomply andfordamagesrelatedtothe

include the carcinogens Heights,ElMonte,WestCovina, withallofthewaterlawsand lossinpropertyvaluebecause
tricholoroethylene and South El Monte, Glendora, regulationssetby theEPA and ofthecontamination.
tetrachloroethene,.discoveredRosemead,Irwindale,Arcadia, CaliforniaDepartment of Thegroundwatercontamina.
inSanGabrielValleyground Azusa,3an Gabriel,Baldwin HealthServices,"hesaid."And tionissuehastakenon a high
water in 1979,l._adingthe ParkandCovina. allofthewaterwe servemeets profilein recent weeks.
Environmental Protection Defendantswho couldbe allofthedrinkingwaterstan- Environmentalgroupshave
Agencytodeclarecertain_ reachedforcommentTuesday dards." runnewspaperadvertisements
Superfundsitesforcleanup, deniedtheallegations. Ed Seidner,anAzusaproper-criticalofwatersafetystan-
Subsequentinvestigations David DeJesus, Covina tyownernamedInthesuit,said dardsintl_SanGabrielValley,

haveuncoveredanothercar- Irrigation'sgeneralmanager, thelargercorporationshave whilewatercompanieshave
cinogen -- carbon called the contamination tried to pass the buck onto run corresponding ads defend-
terrachloride -- and, last charges "frivolous." When 'ICE smaller businessmen, hagtheir water.
month,perchlorate,whichhas wasdiscoveredin1979,thecom- "What'shappeningisthebig- In Washington,D.C.;Rep.
beenlinkedtothyroidprob- pany ceasedoperationsatits gercompaniesaretryingto Estaban E. Torres,D-Pico
ferns. BaldwinParkwells,hesaid. suckeverybodyup tospread Rivera,who representsseveral
"(Theselawsuits)aresignifi- "In1995,thewellsweretest-theircostsaround,"hesaid. ofthecitiesnamed inthesuit,

cantbecauseyou'vegothun- ed,andtheresultscame back Seidnersaidhe didan envi- hasaskedEPA Administrator
dredsandhundredsofpeople wellbelowthehealthdepart- ronmentalcheckforTCE when CarolBrownertoreviewwater
livingintheSanGabrielValley mentstandard,"DeJesussaid. buying propertyon Azusa contaminationlevelsintheSan
thathave come intocontact "They have sinceremained Avenuein1989.Two yearslater,GabrielValley.
withcontaminatedwaterand belowthatstandard."He sug- theEPA toldhim therehad --CityNewsServicecon-
there may be deaths," Goldman gested his companymight have been TCE contaminatiorL tributed to this report.
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